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KIDS IN CLUSTERS

Some Basics

*We want children to come along as full participants in the Neighbourhood Cluster Gatherings.
*We want the Gatherings to be truly intergenerational, which means that not only are children present, but that they are active participants.

 *We want our children to be safe and welcome in all Cluster gatherings.
*We want children to behave in a manner which is respectful of other participants and of the Host home.
*We don’t know how to do all of this, but are anxious to learn!
Some Insights
Often we think that having children in a group will involve them in difficulties that can only be resolved by having an "expert" on hand.  Our response is generally to run a separate program for them.  We want to facilitate the inclusion of children in Neighbourhood Clusters in the most natural and beneficial ways possible.
Here is a way to think about the involvement of children in Neighbourhood Cluster gatherings.  Ask a question about the involvement of children and then ask “how would we answer that question for adults present?”  The answer for adult involvement, for most questions, becomes the description for the involvement of children.  
What are the goals of Neighbourhood Clusters for children?  The goal for children is to create a Community of Belonging for Neighbourhood Mission, just like for adults.  

What will children experience in Neighbourhood Clusters?  We want children to learn to be followers of Jesus in community with others, just like adults.   We want children to experience mission by being the hands and heart of Jesus in service to our Neighbourhood in our city, just like adults.  
What will children do at Cluster Gatherings?  They will spend time with others, share a meal, share stories, celebrate Jesus’ presence, and pray with others, just like adults.  

How will children experience Mission by Cluster participation?   They will learn how to be missional disciples as they join in planning and serving with the Cluster Community in the Neighbourhood, just like adults.  
 Children have the same needs as adults in many areas of their lives. Let’s remember that the Spirit our children receive as followers of Jesus is not a “child sized” Spirit!  

Some Guidelines

· Children will not be allowed to attend a Cluster gathering or missional event without being accompanied by a parent or another adult attender who has been assigned to be their “guardian” for that event.
· During the Cluster gathering/event, the parent(s) will take full responsibility for the safety, well-being and conduct of their children.

· Children should never be left unsupervised.

·  One on one contact with children of other participating families should only take place when others are present.   

· Any unusual incident, injury or concern must be reported to the Cluster leader immediately.  These concerns will be automatically passed on to Grandview’s Director of Children’s Ministry.  

· In the case of a Cluster group deciding to hire child care workers, or recruit volunteer child care workers, these workers must have completed the safety/screening process in accordance with Grandview’s Child & Student Safety Policy.
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              … to go
